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5. first aid equipment (for unusual situations such as exposure to
cyanide, where immediate first aid is required).

Safety equipment should be inspected regularly (e.g., every 3 to 6
months) to ensure that it will function properly when needed. It is the
responsibility of the laboratory supervisor or safety coordinator to
establish a routine inspection system and to verify that inspection records
are kept.

1.  Fire extinguishers should be inspected for broken seals, damage, and
low gage pressure (depending on type of extinguisher). Proper mounting of
the extinguisher and its ready accessibility should also be checked. Some
types of extinguishers must be weighed annually, and periodic hydrostatic
testing may be required.

2.  Self-contained breathing apparatus should be checked at least once a
month (and after each use) to determine whether proper air pressure is
being maintained. The examiner should look for signs of deterioration or
wear of rubber parts, harness, and hardware and make certain that the
apparatus is clean and free of visible contamination.

3.  Safety showers and eyewash fountains should be examined visually
and their mechanical function should be tested.

LF.5   EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

The following emergency procedures are recommended in the event of fire,
explosion, or other laboratory accident. These procedures are intended to
limit injuries and minimize damage if an accident should occur.

1.  Render assistance to persons involved and remove them from
exposure to further injury if necessary.

2.  Warn personnel in adjacent areas of any potential hazards to their,
safety.

3.  Render immediate first aid; appropriate measures include washing
under a safety shower, administering oxygen and artificial resuscitation if
breathing has stopped, and special first aid measures (such as the use of a
cyanide first aid kit if cyanide exposure is involved).

4.  Extinguish small fires by using a portable extinguisher. Turn oiF
nearby apparatus and remove combustible materials from the area. In case
of larger fires, contact the appropriate fire department promptly.

In case of medical emergency, laboratory personnel should remain calm
and do only what is necessary to protect life.